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INTRODUCTION

Communicable disease morbidity statistics for North Carolina
for 1954 are given in this bulletin as Part I of the Annual Report
of the Public Health Statistics Section. This is the twenty-third
year for which such a bulletin has been published. Natality and
mortality data will be published as Part II later in the year.

This report differs considerably from previous reports in that
historical data and detailed summaries for each disease have
been omitted. Information on trends may be obtained by refer-

ence to the 1953 report. More detailed data than that published
in this report have been tabulated and will be made available

upon request.

A narrative summary of the reportable communicable disease
situation in the state is given in the first part of this report.

Following this are general summary tables showing the reported
incidence of reportable communicable diseases in 1954 by county
of residence, age, month of onset, sex and color. More detailed

summaries are also given for certain selected diseases.

Source of Data

These data were derived from report cards received from
local physicians, health departments, and hospitals in North
Carolina, and through interstate reciprocal notification of dis-

ease. Routinely all death certificates which list a reportable
communicable disease as a cause of death are checked against
the case report files. Case reports are then obtained for all

previously unreported cases.

Report Period

The data included in this report are for cases of communicable
disease which had their onset in 1954 with the exception of
amebiasis, tuberculosis and the venereal diseases which are
according to date of report. Reports of all cases having their
onset in 1954 and received during the period January 1, 1954 to
January 31, 1955 and those with unknown date of onset received
in 1954 are included. For those diseases tabulated by date of
report, all reports received during 1954 are included, regardless
of onset date.

Residence

The cases included in this report with the exception of the
venereal diseases are for residents of North Carolina and are
allocated to county of residence of the patient. Venereal dis-

ease cases are allocated to county of report unless reported by
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a hospital or institution; in which case they are assigned to
the county of residence. Only those counties for which cases
were reported are shown in the residence tables.

Rates

All rates shown are per 100,000 population. A 10-year trend
in morbidity rates for selected reportable communicable diseases
is shown in table 4. Rates by sex and color for all reportable
diseases are given in table 8.

Population

Population estimates by color and sex for North Carolina,
1940-1954 and by color for each county for 1954 are given in

tables 1 and 2.

Population estimates for 1940-1950 are those prepared by the
U. S. Bureau of the Census. For the years 1951-1954, estimates
were made in the Public Health Statistics Section. The arithme-
tic method was used for estimating the total population assum-
ing the same average annual increase for the decade 1950 to
1960 as occurred between 1940 and 1950. Sex and color estimates
were obtained by this same m.ethod.

Discussion

The incidence of diphtheria reached the lowest on record in
North Carolina in 1954 with 126 cases. This gives a case rate
of 3.0 per 100,000 population. However, this rate, while an im-
provement for North Carolina, is still considerably above the
average for the United States. In 1953, the last year for which
complete data are available, the United States rate was 1.5.

Poliomyelitis cases showed a slight decrease over 1953. There
were 732 cases in 1954 as compared with 926 in 1953. For 81
per cent of the reported cases the status was specified as being
either paralytic or nonparalytic. The specified cases were
equally divided between the paralytic and nonparalytic type of
poliomyelitis.

The incidence of infectious hepatitis (jaundice) remains high.
There were 807 cases reported with a case rate of 18.9 per
100,000 population. The true incidence of hepatitis is probably
much higher than this since only those cases showing jaundice
are ordinarily reported. The reported incidence is estimated at
about 10 to 20 per cent of the actual incidence.

For the past nine years the incidence of reported cases of
typhoid fever has remained at about the same level with an
average of 50 cases reported annually.

Cases of malaria dropped from 48 in 1953 to 23 in 1954. All
of these cases with the exception of two cases, one in Gaston and
one in Pamlico Counties, were of military origin.
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One case of human rabies was reported in 1954. This case

was a seven year old Negro boy in Harnett County who died 48
days after being bitten by a dog. The patient's family was un-
willing to accept the need for Pasteur prophylaxis despite vigor-

ous urging on the part of the private physician. A case of leprosy

was also reported from Cumberland County.

There were no cases of smallpox reported this year. With the

exception of one case reported last year none has been reported
since 1949.

Table 3 gives a summary of those diseases reportable in 1954
for all previous years.

Symbols Used in Tables

— Number or rate is zero

-|- Disease was not reportable

N.A. Data was not available

0.0 Rate is more than but less than 0.05
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Table 1.

—

Estimated Population by Color: North Carolina
AND Each County, July 1, 1954

Area
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Table 1.

—

Estimated Population by Color—Continued

Area
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Table 3.

—

Cases of Reportable Communicable Diseases by

Disease
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Disease and Year of Report*: North Carolina, 1918-1954

11

1930
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Table 3.

—

Communicable Diseases—Continued

Disease
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Table 4.

—

Morbidity Rates Per 100,000 Population for Selected
Reportable Communicable Diseases by Disease and Year

OF Report*: North Carolina, 1945-1954

Disease

Amebiasis

Diphtheria

Gastroenteritis

Infectious jaundice**

Malaria

Measles _

Meningococcal infections . .

.

Poliomyelitis -.

Scarlet fever

Tuberculosis, all forms

Tularemia

Typhoid fever..

Whooping cough

Venereal diseases

Gonorrhea***

Syphilis

Other venereal diseases

0.6

42.0

15.8

0.5

16.2

0.5

20.2

3.7 0.9

0.7

.3.1

11.5

27.1

34.0

5.1

4.5

92.4

96.5

133.9

2.6

8.1

31.4

96.6

30.9

2.0

448.5

2.3

5.9

46.4

88.0

122.2

2.9

18.6

46.4

80.4

3.7

7.6

54.2

75.3

0.8

2.3

166.0

374.5

231.2

21.4

2.0

1.3

80.2

381.1

234.6

20.2

1.1

1.6

52.0

393.9

192.5

17.2

1.0

1.4

36.2

418.6

173.4

13.6

1.4

82.5

367.6

126.7

10.8

0.4

1.1

47.6

382.7

9.5

108.1

4.7

12.9

53.3

55.7

0.5

1.0

11.3

118.1

4.5

21.9

31.6

47.4

0.4

1.1

6.0

378.0

87.2

8.3

224.0

4.2

17.1

60.9

47.1

0.4

1.3

18.4

350.0

78.5

7.2

*1945-1947 by year of report; 1948-1954 by year of onset, except amebiasis, tuberculosis and the

venereal diseases, which are by month of report.

•'Excludes leptospirosis.

•*Gonorrhea includes ophthalmia neonatorum.
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Table 5.

—

Cases op Reportable Communicable Diseases by

Disease
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Disease and County of Residence*: North Carolina, 1954

15

Ashe
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Table 5.

—

Communicable

Disease
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Diseases—Continued

17

Catawba
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Table 5.

—

Communicable

Disease
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Diseases—Continued

19

Duplin
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Table 5.

—

Communicable

Disease
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Diseases—Continued

21

Haywood
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Table 5.

—

Communicable

Disease
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Diseases—Continued

23

Macon
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Table 5.

—

Communicable

Disease
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Diseases—Continued

25

Pas-

quotank
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Table 5.

—

Communicable

Disease
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Diseases—Continued

27

Scotland
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Table 5.

—

Communicable

Disease
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Diseases—Continued

29

Wayne
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Table 6.

—

Cases of Reportable Communicable Diseases

Disease
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BY Disease and Month of Onset* : North Carolina, 1954

31

June
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Table 11.

—

Cases of Infectious Jaundice* by County of Residence,

Type and Color: North Carolina, 1954

Area
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Table 11.

—

Infectious Jaundice—Continued
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Table 15.

—

Cases of Previously Untreated Congenital
North Carolina,

Year of

Birth

1954.

1953-

1952.

1951.

1949.

1948.

1947.

1946.

1945.

1944.

1943.

1942.

1941.

1940.

1938.

1937.

1934...

1933...

1932...

1931...

1930...

1929...

1928...

1927...

1926...

1925...

Prior to 1925

Total.

Non-

Total White white

Non-

Total White white

Non-

Total White white

Non-

white
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Syphilis by Year of Birth, Year of Report, and Color:
1947-1954

Report



56 Annual Report of Morbidity Statistics

Table 16.

—

Cases of Tuberculosis, All Forms, by County of
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Residence, Type, Stage, Activity and Color : North Carolina, 1954

Pulmonary

Primary

Active
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Tuberculosis—Continued

Pulmonary

Primary

Active
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Table 16.—
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Tuberculosis—Continued

61

Pulmonary

Primary

Active
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